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Shooter armed with semiautomatic rifle kills 17 at Florida high school 
Sy 
A AND KELLI KENNEDY 


AL DIAZ adiaz@miamiherald.com 


Sixteen-year-old Jorge Zapata, a sophomore, hugs his mother, Lavinia Zapata, after a shooting Wednesday that killed at least 17 people at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. The suspected gunman was identified as a 19-year-old former student at the school. 


Associated Press 


PARKLAND, FLA. 

A gunman opened fire with a 
semiautomatic rifle at a Florida 
high school Wednesday, killing 
at least 17 people and sending 
scores of students fleeing into 
the streets in the nation’s dead- 
liest school shooting since a 
gunman attacked an elementary 
school in Newtown, Connecti- 
cut. 

The suspect was identified as 
Nikolas Cruz, a 19-year-old 
former student at the school. 

The shooter, who was 
equipped with a gas mask and 
smoke grenades, set off a fire 
alarm to draw students out of 
classrooms shortly before the 
day ended at one of the state’s 
largest schools, officials said. He 
was armed with a semi-auto- 
matic AR-15 rifle, law enforce- 
ment officers said. 

Authorities offered no imme- 
diate details on Cruz or any 
possible motive, except to say 
that he had been expelled for 
disciplinary reasons from Mar- 
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, which has about 3,000 
students. 

Frantic parents rushed to the 
school to find SWAT team 
members and ambulances sur- 
rounding the huge campus. Live 
television footage showed emer- 
gency workers who appeared to 
be treating the wounded on 
sidewalks. 

“It is a horrific situation,” said 
Robert Runcie, superintendent 
of the school district in Park- 
land, about an hour’s drive 
north of Miami. “It is a horrible 
day for us.” 


SEE SHOOTING, 3A 


Candidate’s council vote, 
then property purchase, 
become issue in race 


BY GORDON DICKSON 
gdickson@star-telegram.com 


A vacant lot in the Old Town 
Keller area has become an issue 
in the Republican primary for 
state representative for District 
98. 

The lot at 110 Bates St., just 
west of U.S. 377 in one of the 
city’s oldest neighborhoods, is 
owned by Armin Mizani, who is 
trying to unseat incumbent 
Giovanni Capriglione for the 
GOP nomination. 

Capriglione, a Southlake resi- 
dent who has represented the 
Southlake-Keller area in the 


Texas House of Representatives 
for six years, says Mizani’s pur- 
chase of the land last year is not 
well-known in the Keller com- 
munity. 

He said the land could present 
a conflict of interest for Mizani 
because Mizani, who is a Keller 
City Council member, has voted 
to spend $4.25 million in im- 
provements to sidewalks, drain- 
age and streets in Old Town, and 
those improvements could drive 
up the value of his property. 

“I don’t think a councilman 
should buy property in an area 
being improved by city taxes,” 


SEE PROPERTY, 3A 
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MARKING ASH WEDNESDAY 


The Right Rev. Scott Mayer, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Fort Worth, left, and the Rev. Hunter Ruffin administered 
ashes on Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, in downtown 
Fort Worth. 


LOCAL 


TEACHER 
DISCIPLINED 


Birdville school district 
teacher has been 
disciplined after 
assigning sixth-grade 
students a survey deemed 
inappropriate. 2A 


LOCAL 


STUDENTS RALLY 
FOR DACA 


TCU students rally in 
support of DACA, deliver 
letter to school president 
demanding answers and 
university support. 5A 
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Prefinished Hardwood 
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See our fresh selection of NEW 
hardwood and wood-look floors in the 
latest trends, including EXCLUSIVE 
STYLES, all at unbeatable prices! 


While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details. 


